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SUBJ: CHIEF OF DEFENSE COMMENTS ON SPAIN ENTERING NATO 

SUMMARY. GENERAL BLIXENKRONE-MOLLER. DANISH CHIEF OF 
DEFENSE, BELIEVES IT WILL BE ONE OR TWO YEARS BEFORE THE 
QUESTION OF SPAIN S ENTRY INTO NATO CAN BE CONSIDERED. 
END SUMMARY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 COPENH 03068 14161 1Z 


1 . DURING DISCUSSION BETWEEN SECAF THOMAS REED AND DANISH 
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CHIEF OF DEFENSE GEN BLIXENKRONE-MOLLER, SEC REED ASKED 
THE GENERAL FOR HIS OBSERVATIONS ON SPAIN S PARTICIPATION 
IN NATO. GEN BLIXENKRONE-MOLLER FIRST EMPHASIZED THAT 
THIS WAS A POLITICAL QUESTION WHICH WAS OUT OF HIS AREA 
RESPONSIBILITY, THEN WENT ON TO SAY IT WAS TOO EARLY TO 
EXPECT ANY POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE NORTHERN 
COUNTRIES TOWARDS SPAIN S ENTRY INTO NATO. HOWEVER, IF 
SPAIN CONTINUED DOWN THE ROAD TOWARDS REAL DEMOCRACY, 
THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES WOULD CERTAINLY BE AMENABLE TO 
SPAIN'S ENTRY AS A MEMBER, OR SOME OTHER FORM OF COOPERA- 
TION. HE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE ONE OR TWO YEARS 
BEFORE ANY SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS COULD TAKE PLACE. GEN 
BLIXENKRONE-MOLLER SAID THAT THERE HAS BEEN COOPERATION 

BETWEEN DENMARK AND SPAIN ON INTELLIGENCE MATTERS, EVEN 
THOUGH THAT WOULD SEEM TO BE AN UNLIKELY AREA WITH WHICH 
TO BEGIN. 

2. ONE PROBLEM COMPLICATING AN OPENING TOWARDS SPAIN 
IS THAT THERE ARE STILL MANY SCANDINAVIAN POLITICIANS 
AND PUBLIC FIGURES WHO WERE INVOLVED IN OR REMEMBER THE 
SPANISH CIVIL WAR AND ARE UNBENDING IN THEIR OPPOSITION TO 
THE PRESENT REGIME, WHICH IS CONSIDERED 
A CONTINUATION OF RANCO'S REGIME. ACCORDING 
TO THE GENERAL, THERE IS ALSO THE POSSIBILITY AND THE 
FEAR THAT THE PENDULUM MIGHT SWING FROM THE FAR RIGHT 
TO THE FAR LEFT IN SPAIN, MAKING ITS ENTRY INTO NATO STILL 
UNPLATABLE. THUS, THE DANES AND OTHERS PREFER TO WAIT 
AND LET DEVELOPMENTS IN SPAIN HAVE TIME TO SETTLE 
DOWN BEFORE COMMITTING THEMSELVES. 

DEAN 
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